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Pastor's Pen............................ 

 
As of this writing, we are at the halfway point through the month of February, a month which so 
far has mocked my predictions of winter brutality. And when this March 2026 issue of the 
Scribe is sent to your in-box, we will be looking at the final three weeks before the official start 
of Spring. 
 

Currently, we're in the season of Lent, which is traditionally a time of personal reflection upon 
one's standing before God. With each passing year, Western society drifts further and further 
away from that and sinks deeper into the abyss of secularization. But the church still stands as a 
bulwark against the spiritual erosion that plagues most everyone else. We're still here to let the 
world know that there is a God in heaven Who is deeply concerned for everything that happens 
on earth. After all, we are the very work from God's own hands! It is God Who made us and 
made the earth that we live upon.  
 

Most people probably have a sense that man's way of doing things hasn't panned out all that 
well. They watch the news, and they can see with their own eyes the results of human choices 
and the fruits of temporal authority. They know that the world is often an unjust realm, and that 
righteousness here gets defined by the victor. The 21st century isn't unlike the Tower of Babel 
(Genesis 11:1-9), with its self-aggrandizing motives and idolatrous impulses. People still want to 
be their own god, even though it should be plain to see that it hasn't worked out that well for 
them.  
 

But we, the church on earth, we are to remain standing as the counterculture to all of that. We are 
here to proclaim to the world that God's way is the better way, that God's mercies are everlasting, 
and that new life is possible. That was the church's mission from the very beginning, and it re-
mains the church's mission today. The times may change, but the church's mission does not. The 
church has always had as its mission, to do God's bidding in the world. Even when the issue at 
hand seems to be a purely social one, the underlying and foundational truths upon which the 
church stands remain the same.  
 

We'll see you in worship!  
 
 

David  
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Pastoral visitation is available to those who are hospitalized, 

temporarily laid up at home, or going through rehab at a  
facility.  Because hospitals and other institutions do not notify 

the church when a patient is admitted, we need for you or your 

family member to notify us. We will be more than happy to  
accommodate your request for pastoral care.  Please note also 

that the pastor may be reached for emergencies at  
(224) 386-6285 (cell phone).    

  

Pastor David's procedure in visiting St. Paul's shut-ins, as well as, those members who 
have a difficult time getting to church is to offer support, bring Holy  

Communion (their option) and to let them know we journey together in  

worship.  Pastor David understands that scheduling may depend on frequency of  

doctor's appointments or the church member's schedule.  Visitation is always  
available, however, as the shut-in member's health and life situation may change and 
more extensive pastoral care is needed. Any church member or their family member 

desiring more frequent pastoral visitation, or to be placed on the visitation list in the 
first place should contact the church office at (847)-358-0399 to make  

arrangements.   

  
“Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 

over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord."  (James 5:14)  

 
 
                            
 
 

 

 

Do you have an idea, a question, a com-
ment, or a concern that you would like 
for Pastor David to know about? You have 
a couple of  options available to you.  
 
First, you may speak directly with the 
pastor. Our pastor is here for ALL of  
St. Paul’s members and he welcomes 
communication from ALL members. If 
you aren’t comfortable in speaking direct-
ly with the pastor, however, then your  
second option is to go through the Pasto-
ral  
Relations Committee.  
 
Their purpose is to foster good relations 
between pastor and parish through open 
and thoughtful communication.    
 
St. Paul’s Pastoral Relations Committee  
members are: Debbie Everett (Chair); Tom 
Donat, Jim Frost, and Bob Kolze.  

 

 

 

 

 

If you want the Care team to be aware of 

any joys, concerns  

(such as procedures) or  

prayers….please contact  

 

Debbie Brennan at the church office or 

Pastor David . 

 

If you call out of office hours or there is 

no answer,  

please leave a message & phone number 

where you can be reached, and one of us 

will return your call. 

Thank you so much…. 

tel:%28847%29%20-445-7248
tel:%28847%29%20-%20358-0399
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My father taught me kindness when I was a teenager. We would stop to help 

people whenever we could. I remember stopping on the side of a 2-lane state 

highway to help some elderly folks with a flat tire. They were in a truck pulling 

a camper. 

When we finished changing the tire, the older man pulled his wallet out and 

said, "Let me please offer you some cash for your time and effort to getting us 

back on the road." 

My father, without hesitation, put his hand up to block the man's attempt to give cash, and said, "I 

cannot accept it. We just help when we can." 

The old man and his wife thanked us for the assistance, we went back to our car and hit the road. 

In the car, my dad told me, "When you are able, you help. When offered recompense, you refuse. 

When you need help, it will come, and you will offer your money for the assistance." 

I asked, "What if they take the money?" to which my father replied, "They earned it for helping." 

Then, I asked, "Why we didn't we accept the money from the man?" to which my dad answered, 

"We have already been helped." 

As an adult, I help others when I can, and I never accept any cash. When I've received help, I 

have always offered cash, and not a single person who helped has ever accepted it. Karma exists 

because we make it exist. 

MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS 

Kris Freeman  

Roger Fannin 

Nancy Finke 
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   Raise Right makes all your gift shopping easy.  
   Birthdays, baby and wedding showers, house  
   warming gifts or for just for your personal use.   
 
 

 
There are so many choices of gift cards on www.raiseright.com and the  
website will show you how much the Community Outreach program will earn 
off of every card purchase.   
 

You receive 100% of the gift card amount you purchase, and 
the VISA cards do not have an activation fee.   

 

Place your order by March 8 and  
get your cards March 15!! 

   
If you have any questions, please see Sue Lech or email at s.lech@comcast.net    
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Below is the Raise Right (Scrip) form , print it off and fill it out.  If you go to 

www.raiseright.com you can see all of the gift cards that are available.   

  ***There is no activation fee on the VISA gift cards*** 

mailto:s.lech@comcast.net
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Blanket cutting and tying will start up the 3rd 

Saturday of the month starting with March.   

We will be here from 10:00 A. M. to 12:00 P. M. 

This will be an ongoing project for St. Paul 

 

 

 

                

 
 

 

You are invited to our Congregational  

Get Together  

Mark your calendars! 

 

Dates:  Wednesday March 25th  

Time:    5:30 p.m. 

Place:   Palatine Inn located at  

              95 W. Northwest   

             Hwy, Palatine 

 

Please consider joining us for an 

evening of good conversation, friend-

ship. and food.   

Sign up sheet is located at the East 

Entrance. 

 
 

    
 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing  

envelopes will be in the 
bulletins on March 15th 

Tech-Savvy Saints:  Spotting & Stopping Scams 

 
On March 15th Mike Umlauf will join us for Anti-scam Awareness Training.  He is 

a member of All Saints Lutheran Church and his field is Cyber Security.  Below 

is a preview of his upcoming program. 

 

Scams targeting seniors are becoming more and more convincing.  This  

practical easy-to-follow session helps member of our community recognize  

today’s most common scams – including phone, email, text, Medicare, and impersonation scams – and learn 

simple steps to stay safe.  Participants will hear real-world examples, learn key warning signs, and leave with 

clear guidance on what to do if something doesn’t feel right or if they believe they’ve been targeted.  No tech-

nical experience required – just helpful information to protect yourself and others.  

 

Join us after the service in the lower level conference room.  The program promises to be very rewarding.    

 

 

 

 

 

Trivia Night March 14th 

4:30 P. M. until ?? 

 

This is a fun game night, so 

get your 5-6 friends  

together for a team 

 

Please bring your favorite 

beverage to drink and either 

a dessert or appetizer  to 

share. 

 

Sign up by the East  

Entrance.  If you have any 

questions, please ask  

Linda Hayford. 

Palm Sunday there 

will be a  

Pancake Breakfast  

after services.   

We have changed it 

this year so more 

members and their  

families can attend.   

Hope to see you 
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 PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF                                  
FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

 
PRAYERS OF PETITION 

This month please pray for…   

Ed Bartelt, friend of Charlotte Mally                                         

Doris Brztowski                                                                                                  

Karen and Carol Douglas                                                                                             

Ed, cousin of Jackie Schultze                                                                   

Elena, daughter-in-law of Mary Carlisle                                                                             

Jeff Florey                                                                                          

Matthew & Michael Hayford                                                                                                                                             

Carol Hennings, sister of Pat Kolze                                            

Larry Ingram                                                                                           

Bruce & Barb Kerlin, parents of Bruce Kerlin                                                                                                                                

Jay Kolze, nephew of Bob & Pat Kolze                                                                                                                     

Brian Altergott, Gary Altergott’s brother  

Larry Layman, brother of Shirley Kolze                                                                                                                             

Mary Schultz, neighbor of Nancy Perry                                                    

Sharon, neighbor of Bob & Pat Kolze                                                     

Bonnie Stallone, daughter of Jim & Shirley Schimka                                             

Sherry Stephens, sister of Shirley Kolze                                                          

Beverly Young   

Patrick, nephew of Sharon Khan  

Maceo & Dolores Ellison 

Grace Hogaboom, friend of Pat Kolze/aunt of Jim Frost 

John Connor, Karen Connor’s former In-law 

Marjorie and Chuck Anderson 

Phil and Lynn Arnold 

Sharon Khan 

Marcus Jones and Family 

Kenny Kolze, son of Shirley Kolze 

Monica D, who works with Sue Gould  

John, friend of Sue Lech 

Christine, friend of Sue Lech 

Holly Petersen, former member 

Danielle Lemmons, daughter-in-law of Debbie Brennan 

Bob Kolze 

SERVING CHRIST IN WORSHIP  

March Usher Captain:     
Randy Everett 

 

March Readers:  

 1:   Tom Donat 
 8:   Gary Altergott 

15:  Kim Cichon 

22:  Pastor Mercer 

29:  Gary Altergott 
 

March Greeters:  

 1:  Jim and Shirley Schimka 

 8:  Jackie Schultze 
15: Karen Whedon 

22: Nancy Perry 

29: Shay Storm 
 

Lectionary for March: 

 

1: Genesis 12:1-4a, Romans 4: 
1-5, 13-17, John 3: 1-17  

 

8: Exodus 17: 1-7, Romans 5: 
1-11, and John 4: 5-42 

 
15: 1 Samual 16: 1-13,  

Ephesians 5: 8-14, and John 9: 
1-41 

 

22: Ezekiel 37: 1-14, Romans 
8: 6-11 and John 11: 1-45 

 
29:Palm Sunday  

Matthew 21: 1-11 
Liturgy of the Passion 

Isaiah 50: 4-9a, Philippians 2: 
5-11 and Matthew 26: 14-27 
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