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Pastor's Pen............................ 

 
Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of the 40 days of Lent, is on February 18th. We will have a  
service of worship in our sanctuary at 7:00pm that evening. And there will be one thing done differently this 
year, from all of the previous Ash Wednesdays during my tenure as your pastor: We will not have the  
imposition of ashes but will have Holy Communion instead. Please allow me to briefly explain..... 
The practice of imposing ashes was started by Pope Urban II in the year 1091. Then later, as the Protestant 
Reformation spread across 16th century Europe, the reformers -- and particularly those in England -- stopped 
the practice because they wanted to distance themselves from the Medieval understandings of penance and 
mortality, and in its place recover the New Testament concepts of grace and new life. This is not to say that 
the Protestant reformers were opposed to repentance, but rather it is to say that the imposition of ashes 
doesn't go far enough. To apply ashes to someone's forehead and say "Remember that you are dust and unto 
dust you shall return" begins and ends with temporal nature of a human life. It says nothing more. And it  
certainly says nothing about Christ's sacrifice and the hope that we have in his Resurrection. But the  
sacrament of Holy Communion, in contrast, bears witness to how through Christ's death the sting of death 
was taken away from us.  
 
 
So, you might be wondering why I have been imposing ashes for all these years and now all of a sudden, I've 
turned against it. Well, to make a long story short, years ago I got caught up in a small association of my  
clergy colleagues who think that the imposition of ashes is a good idea and as such they are enthusiastic  
proponents of it. And, because I worked with them on a cooperative level, I simply went along. In fact, even 
for years after our ministerial paths took us all in different directions and we parted ways, I dutifully  
continued the practice on each subsequent Ash Wednesday. But lately, however, I have rediscovered that it's 
okay to have some convictions of one's own and to not always acquiesce to the group. So, I decided to take 
another look at how Protestants as a whole, observe Ash Wednesday. And what I found out from that is that 
the majority of Protestants today are of similar mind with the reformers -- they begin the Lenten season not 
with a proclamation that humans are nothing but dust, but rather that in Christ we have the hope of new 
life.  
And so, while Lent is (rightly) a penitential season in which we heed the words of the prophet Joel to rend 
our hearts and not our garments, we need not begin and end with the specter of our own mortality. Rather, 
we begin with the hope we have in Christ, and to that end, the Kingdom of God.  
 
Mutually in that hope, 

 
David  
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Pastoral visitation is available to those who are hospitalized, 

temporarily laid up at home, or going through rehab at a  
facility.  Because hospitals and other institutions do not notify 

the church when a patient is admitted, we need for you or your 

family member to notify us. We will be more than happy to  
accommodate your request for pastoral care.  Please note also 

that the pastor may be reached for emergencies at  
(224) 386-6285 (cell phone).    

  

Pastor David's procedure in visiting St. Paul's shut-ins, as well as, those members who 
have a difficult time getting to church is to offer support, bring Holy  

Communion (their option) and to let them know we journey together in  

worship.  Pastor David understands that scheduling may depend on frequency of  

doctor's appointments or the church member's schedule.  Visitation is always  
available, however, as the shut-in member's health and life situation may change and 
more extensive pastoral care is needed. Any church member or their family member 

desiring more frequent pastoral visitation, or to be placed on the visitation list in the 
first place should contact the church office at (847)-358-0399 to make  

arrangements.   

  
“Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 

over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord."  (James 5:14)  

 
 
                            
 
 

 

 

Do you have an idea, a question, a com-
ment, or a concern that you would like 
for Pastor David to know about? You have 
a couple of  options available to you.  
 
First, you may speak directly with the 
pastor. Our pastor is here for ALL of  
St. Paul’s members and he welcomes 
communication from ALL members. If 
you aren’t comfortable in speaking direct-
ly with the pastor, however, then your  
second option is to go through the Pasto-
ral  
Relations Committee.  
 
Their purpose is to foster good relations 
between pastor and parish through open 
and thoughtful communication.    
 
St. Paul’s Pastoral Relations Committee  
members are: Debbie Everett (Chair); Tom 
Donat, Jim Frost, and Bob Kolze.  

 

 

 

 

 

If you want the Care team to be aware of 

any joys, concerns  

(such as procedures) or  

prayers….please contact  

 

Debbie Brennan at the church office or 

Pastor David . 

 

If you call out of office hours or there is 

no answer,  

please leave a message & phone number 

where you can be reached, and one of us 

will return your call. 

Thank you so much…. 

tel:%28847%29%20-445-7248
tel:%28847%29%20-%20358-0399
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An airport stranger pays it forward 
in the sweetest way 

Airports can be stressful, and they’re made even more so when something unexpected 

happens—unless you find an angel on earth, like one  

father did. After trying to check in for an upcoming flight with his daughter, the man was 

told that his 2-year-old daughter would need her own ticket. He had mistakenly believed 

children her age could fly for free. The father, clearly  

upset, left the counter to make some phone calls. That’s when a stranger stepped in, ap-

proaching the counter to tell the agent she wanted to pay for the little girl ’s ticket—all 

$749 of it. The grateful father asked for her name so he could repay her, but she insisted 

on remaining anonymous. Her act lives on thanks to a viral photo of her good deed circu-

lating on Facebook. 

MILESTONE BIRTHDAY 

Shirley Kolze 
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   Raise Right makes all your gift shopping easy.  
   Birthdays, baby and wedding showers, house  
   warming gifts or for just for your personal use.   
 
 

 
There are so many choices of gift cards on www.raiseright.com and the  
website will show you how much the Community Outreach program will earn 
off of every card purchase.   
 

You receive 100% of the gift card amount you purchase, and 
the VISA cards do not have an activation fee.   

 

Place your order by February 8 and  
get your cards February 15!! 

   
If you have any questions, please see Sue Lech or email at s.lech@comcast.net    
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Below is the Raise Right (Scrip) form , print it off and fill it out.  If you go to 

www.raiseright.com you can see all of the gift cards that are available.   

  ***There is no activation fee on the VISA gift cards*** 

mailto:s.lech@comcast.net
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Zelle is now  

ACTIVE!!   

Scan the QR code or 

on your Zelle  

account enter in the 

email for  

giving. 

 

 Zelle:  

giving@st-paul.org  

       Wachs Love Sunday 

 

 For over 25 years the Wachs Fund has 

been helping local families in need. It was  

  started in honor of long-time member Daniel 

Wachs. He had a strong passion about supporting those in 

need in the Palatine area.  This fund has been used 

throughout the years when people within Palatine Township 

are experiencing financial hardships and need assistance. 

The fund also supports local charities in Palatine.  Not only 

can we help with utility and rental assistance, hotel stays, 

but also with gas and food gift cards. 

 

This year Love Sunday is on February 15th.  

 
Please prayerfully consider donating to this fund that helps 

those in need.   

 

Envelopes will be in the bulletins Sunday the 8th and 15th.  

 

Thank you again for all your support! 

TODAY IS THE DAY! 
 

The Be Well Program begins TODAY!  We hope you 

have everything ready so that you have the best  

opportunity to be successful.   

 

Please let the health committee know if you need  

assistance with any part of the program.  

  

We are available throughout the  

entire month of February.   
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You are invited to our Congregational  

Get Together  

Mark your calendars! 

 
 

 

Dates:  Tuesday, February 17th Time:    5:30 p.m. 

Place:   Olive Garden located at 630 East Rand Road, Arlington Heights 

 

Please consider joining us for an evening of good conversation,  

friendship. and food.  Sign up sheet is located at the East Entrance. 
 

 

 

                   
 

             

 

             

            January 29-April 30, 2026  

            Thursdays, 6:00-8:00 P. M.  

                            $20.00 fee 

                            to register: 

             griefshare.org/findagroup 

          See Kim Cichon for questions 

 

Saturday February 14th 

Western Line Dancing with 

“Shay” 

4:30-? 

Fellowship Hall  

Bring an appetizer or dessert  

Bring a friend of two 

http://griefshare.org/findagroup
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 PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF                                  
FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

 
PRAYERS OF PETITION 

This month please pray for…   

Ed Bartelt, friend of Charlotte Mally                                         

Doris Brztowski                                                                                                  

Karen and Carol Douglas                                                                                             

Ed, cousin of Jackie Schultze                                                                   

Elena, daughter-in-law of Mary Carlisle                                                                             

Jeff Florey                                                                                          

Matthew & Michael Hayford                                                                                                                                             

Carol Hennings, sister of Pat Kolze                                            

Larry Ingram                                                                                           

Bruce & Barb Kerlin, parents of Bruce Kerlin                                                                                                                                

Jay Kolze, nephew of Bob & Pat Kolze                                                                                                                     

Brian Altergott, Gary Altergott’s brother  

Larry Layman, brother of Shirley Kolze                                                                                                                             

Mary Schultz, neighbor of Nancy Perry                                                    

Sharon, neighbor of Bob & Pat Kolze                                                     

Bonnie Stallone, daughter of Jim & Shirley Schimka                                             

Sherry Stephens, sister of Shirley Kolze                                                          

Beverly Young   

Patrick, nephew of Sharon Khan  

Maceo & Dolores Ellison 

Grace Hogaboom, friend of Pat Kolze/aunt of Jim Frost 

John Connor, Karen Connor’s former In-law 

Marjorie and Chuck Anderson 

Phil and Lynn Arnold 

Sharon Khan 

Marcus Jones and Family 

Kenny Kolze, son of Shirley Kolze 

Rande Knabusch, brother-in-law of Debbie Brennan 

Monica D, who works with Sue Gould  

John, friend of Sue Lech 

Christine, friend of Sue Lech 

Holly Petersen, former member 

Danielle Lemmons, daughter-in-law of Debbie Brennan 

Dee Langguth 

SERVING CHRIST IN WORSHIP  

February Usher Captain:     
Sharon Altergott 

 

February Readers:  

 1:   Tom Donat 
 8:   Lynn Golden 

15:  Kim Cichon 

22:  Janet Olsen 

 
February Greeters:  

 1:  Shay Storm 

 8:  Janet Olsen 

15:  Nancy Perry 
22:  Sally Graf 

 

Lectionary for February: 
 

1: Psalm 15, 1 Corinthians 1: 

18-31 and Matthew 5: 1-12 
 

8: Psalm 112: 1-9,  

1 Corinthians 2: 1-12, Matthew 
5: 13-20 

 

15: Psalm 2, 2 Peter 1: 16-21, 
Matthew 17: 1-9 

 
22:  Psalm 32, Romans 5: 12-

19, Matthew 4: 1-11 

  

 



Erry  

 



Erry  

 


