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Pastor’s Pen…   
 
How has the church changed over the years? (By "church," I mean the unnumbered people from 
all across the world who gather regularly for some form of worship in the Christian tradi-
tion.)  When discussing how the church has changed, one may point to a lot of things. The aging 
of congregations is one of the commonly mentioned ones. Other changes that people cite are 
manner of dress, worship style, and the increased use of technology.  
 
In truth, however, each of these are only surface-level factors. They don't make up the real sub-
stance of how the church has changed; they're merely a paint job. So, if you want to gain a 
sense of how we've really changed, then you need to listen to what the church is saying. Listen 
to what the church is saying today versus what the church was saying back in New Testament 
times.  That will tell you a lot about how far we've wandered from our roots.  
 
Basically, the church today talks about two things. The first of those is "technique" -- which is a 
big umbrella of how we do things. It's about how we do budget, how we do worship, how we do 
committees, how we build membership, how we do programs........how we do pretty much every-
thing. The church talks about technique a lot, and a whole industry has risen up to provide the 
church with books and seminars on how to improve its technique.  The second thing that the 
church today talks about are "projects" -- which delves into the whole area of service and effect-
ing some sort of change in society. Historically, the church has long engaged in that sort of 
thing. As such, our UCC's focus on service is nothing new; in many ways we're a church that 
John Wesley might feel some kinship with!  
 
However, now contrast those two things with the focus of the early church; that community 
formed by the likes of Peter, Thomas, Lydia, and Paul. That early church in the New Testament 
grew up and spread about not because they learned it from Lyle Schaller books, but rather                    
because they had announced to the world that the Galilean who was once crucified, had risen 
from the dead. Further, the Galilean crucified and risen meant that there is a God in heaven 
who forgives sins on earth.  People's lives were changed by that eternal message, and it made 
them new on the inside!  
 
That is our missing -- or dare I say, "forgotten" -- link.  The Galilean, crucified 

and risen, in whose name is the forgiveness of sins -- that is what is missing too 
often from our proclamation as well as from our consciousness. We won't let go 

of technique or projects, because they are what stem from the life of the church. 
However, we can't be the church unless we're grounded in the One Who gave                  
us life.  
 
 

Page 1 

              St. Paul UCC 

144 E Palatine Road, Palatine IL 60067                                         
(847) 358-0399     www.stpaul-ucc.org 

                                                                                  
AUGUST 2022 

St. Paul UCC Executive Board Members:  Sharon Altergott (Spiritual Life Board Rep.), John Beresheim (Admin. Board Rep.),                       
Kim Cichon, Karen Connor (Spiritual Life Board Rep.), Ed Doktor, Randy Everett (Admin. Board Rep.), David Mercer (Staff Rep) and 
David Russell.   



Erry  

Page 2 

Pastoral visitation is available to those who are hospitalized,                              
temporarily laid up at home, or going through rehab at a                      
facility.  Because hospitals and other institutions do not notify 
the church when a patient is admitted, we need for you or your 
family member to notify us. We will be more than happy to                 
accommodate your request for pastoral care.  Please note also 
that the pastor may be reached for emergencies at (224) 386-
6285 (cell phone).    
  

Pastor David's procedure in visiting St. Paul's shut-ins, as well as, those members who 
have a difficult time getting to church is to offer support, bring Holy Communion (their                   
option) and to let them know we journey together in worship.  Pastor David understands 
that scheduling may depend on frequency of doctor's appointments or the 
church member's schedule.  Visitation is always available, however, as the shut-in                      
member's health and life situation may change and more extensive pastoral care is needed. 
Any church member or their family member desiring more frequent pastoral visitation,                   
or to be placed on the visitation list in the first place should contact the church office at 

(847)-358-0399 to make arrangements.   
  

     "Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord."  (James 5:14)  

 
 

 
               The Pastoral Relations Committee Is Available To You!  
Do you have an idea, a question, a comment, or a concern that you 
would like for Pastor David to know about? You have a couple of                           
options available to you. First, you may speak directly with the pastor. 
Our pastor is here for ALL of St. Paul’s members and he welcomes           
communication from ALL members. If you aren’t comfortable in speak-
ing directly with the pastor, however, then your second option is to go 
through the Pastoral Relations Committee. Their purpose is to foster 
good relations between pastor and parish through open and thought-
ful communication.   St. Paul’s Pastoral Relations Committee members 

are: Debbie Everett (Chair); Tom Donat, Jim Frost, and Bob Kolze.  

 
 
 

 
 
              
      From the Treasurer...St. Paul at a Glance 

 

 

  
        June 2022             YTD           ANNUAL BUDGET       

Revenue                          $21,358.15      $103,926.08       $230,100.00 

Expenditure                 $17,701.39      $126,282.88       $262,298.00                                                                                                                         
Net Income                           $3,656.76      $ -22,356.80       $ -32,198.00 

 

tel:%28847%29%20-445-7248
tel:%28847%29%20-445-7248
tel:%28847%29%20-%20358-0399
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         3 Charlotte Mally             20 Ethan Mally   

                5  Orrin Helms                 21 Dee Langguth      28 Lillian Kroll 

               11 Jeffrey Wagner     21 Kathy DePue            29 Kim Ferris                                 
  12 Phil Arnold               22 Larry Wagner       30 Mary Ann Leseberg 

      16 Randy Everett             23 Kyra Graham 
               16 Kim Cichon               23 Barb Oberly       

               18 Cheryl Goodrich          24 Carrie Kerlin 

               18 Bob Kolze                    24 Mark Mally 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Mary Ann Leseberg in memory of Jean Kolze 

Happy                                                                  

August                                              

Birthdays! 

From the Health Committee... 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Erry  

Page 4 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF                                  
FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

 

Dorothy Almberg, aunt of Kim Ferris                                                                                                           

Dorothy Altergott                                                                                                                         

Amelia, friend of Jackie Schultze                                                                                                   

Ed Bartelt, friend of Charlotte Mally                                                                 

Vincent Conway, friend of Jody Arnold                                                            

Jeff Florey                                                                                                                                   

John Fretschl, cousin of Nancy Perry                                                                   

Christina Guenther                                                                                                                                                                   

Rick Hasselmann, brother of Shirley Schimka                         

Matthew Hayford                                                                                                                                             

Michael Hayford                                                                                                  

Jerri Helms, daughter-in-law of Orrin & Gloria 

Helms                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Carol Hennings, sister of Pat Kolze                                           

The Hernandez Family, neighbors of the Gumms                                                                                                                                                                     

Larry & Marlene Ingram                                                                                    

Iris, friend of Jackie Schultze                                                                         

Nancy Johnson, friend of Charlotte Mally                                                                                                                                                                              

Bruce & Barb Kerlin, parents of Bruce Kerlin                                                                   

Ron Klages, father of Dawn Drost                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Bob Kolze Jr.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ken Kolze                                                                                                                 

Larry Layman, brother of Shirley Kolze                                                                                                                            

Alfred & Patricia Maruda, parents of Michelle         

Garcia                                                                        

Dorothy Mende, sister of Charlotte Mally                                                                                                                      

Paulette Mohr, aunt of Kim Ferris                                                                 

Lisa Moore, friend of Jody Arnold                                                                            

Robin Plemich, cousin of Kim Ferris                                                                                                                          

Gail Russell                                                                                           

Dennis Schimka, brother of Jim Schimka                                                                                                                                                                

Mary Schultz, neighbor of Nancy Perry                                                                                                                                                        

Sherry Stephens, sister of Shirley Kolze                                   

Ruth Waukau (Gumm), sister of David Gumm                                     

SERVING CHRIST IN WORSHIP  
   

August Usher Captain:     

Gary Altergott                                   
 

Communion Sunday:  There is a                   

combo wafer/communion cup on the 
table as you enter, (with the bulletins) 
please take one and bring to your seat.  
Thank you! 
 

August Readers:   

7:  Reader Needed 

14:  Cherrie Wickstrom 

21:  Janet Olsen 

28:  Melissa Gumm 
 
Lectionary for August:   

7:  Isa 1:1,10-20; Psalm 50:108,22-23; 

Gen 15:1-6; Psalm 33:12-11; Heb 11:1-
3,8-16;  Luke 12:32-40.                                   

14:  Isa 5:1-7; Psalm 80:1-2,8-19; JEr 
23:23-29; Psalm 82; Heb 11:29-12:2; 
Luke 12:49-56.                                    

21:  Jer 1:4-10; Psalm 71:106; Isa 
58:9b-14; Psalm 103:10-8; Heb 12:18-

29; Luke 13:10-17.                              
28:  Jer 2:4-13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16; Si-
rach 10:12-18; Prov 25:6-7, Psalm 112; 

Heb 13:1-8,15-16; Luke 14:1,7-14. 
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  Asking For a Friend… 

 
Did you know that our church has about 25 or more 
views on either Facebook and YouTube throughout 

the week.   We certainly would like to enhance our 
visibility and offer livestreaming every service but, simply do not have the manpower to                     

offer this. 

 
Do you per chance know of a relative, neighbor, or student who might be interested in 
helping us project the church’s live stream services and receive pay for doing this ser-

vice?   We are seeking to hire a person to do just that.     

 
The time commitment would be no more than 3 hours per week with 

about 1 ½ of those hours being on Sunday morning at 9:30.  As one 
does gets comfortable preparing the lap top for projection, the hours 
spent during the week may lessen.  We want to avoid the possibility 

of stopping this service to the best of our ability.  If you know of any-

one who may be interested, please relay this information to the church office. 
 

 

 

 
Save the date!  The Health Committee is planning a fall luncheon on                   
Friday, September 23rd at Emmett’s Brewing Company in Palatine.  

More information will be in the September Scribe and upcoming                    
Announcements. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
St Paul is in need of Nursery help—please contact the church 

office or a member of the Executive Board, if you are interested.   

 
 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                               

Shredding Day—September 17th  from 9am—11am at the 
Township Center Parking lot, 721 S Quentin Road Palatine.  
Clear out the clutter, bring your unwanted paperwork to our 

Shredding Day.  Enter the parking lot from westbound Illinois 
Avenue and volunteers will unload your car.  A limit of 2 card-

board boxes/paper bags.  No plastic bag are allowed.  Your 
documents will be destroyed with secure crosscut shredding.  
Shredding provided by AMS Store and Shred LLC. 
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From the Health Committee… 
 

Fall Prevention  

 
Falls are the leading cause of both fatal and nonfatal injuries for people aged 65+.  Falls 

can result in hip fractures, broken bones, and head injuries.  Even falls without a major 
injury can cause an older adult to become fearful or depressed, making it difficult for 

them to stay active.  The good news about falls is that most of them can be prevented. 
 

Here are some common factors that can lead to a fall and how to reduce the risk of falling: 

 
Balance and gait:  As we age, most of us lose some coordination, flexibility, and balance – 

primarily through inactivity, making it easier to fall.  A trained physical therapist can help 
one improve balance, strength, and gait through exercise.  A walker or cane might be sug-

gested.   
 

Vision:  In the aging eye, less light reaches the retina – making contrasting edges, tripping 
hazards, and obstacles harder to see.  Make sure your eyes are checked regularly.                        

Remember that using tint-changing lenses can be hazardous when going from bright sun 
into darkened buildings and homes.  A simple strategy is to change glasses upon entry or 
stop until the lenses adjust. Bifocals can also be problematic on stairs, so it’s important to 

be cautious.   

 
Medications:  Some prescriptions and over-the-counter medications can cause dizziness, 

dehydration, or interactions with each other that can lead to a fall.  Make sure you are       
remembering to take your medication and be aware that there can be side effects.   

 
Environment:  Most seniors have lived in their home for a long time and have never 

thought about simple modifications that might keep it safer as they age.  There are many 
simple inexpensive ways to make a home safer.  Increased lighting throughout the house 

especially at the top and bottom of stairs is a good idea.  Make sure lighting is readily 
available when getting up in the middle of the night.  Stairs should have two secure rails.  
Grab bars in the tub/shower is very helpful.  Also consider using a shower chair or hand/

held shower.  Throw rugs and extension cords can also be problematic.  Smoke and car-

bon monoxide alarms often need to be updated.    
 

Chronic Conditions:  More than 80% of older adults have at least one chronic condition 
like diabetes, stroke, or arthritis.  They can increase the risk of falling because they result 
in lost function, inactivity, depression, pain, or multiple medications. Memory is another 

factor that needs consideration.  We need to make sure we discuss these conditions with 
our doctors and take advantage of some of the preventative measures offered under Medi-

care.  

 
For more ideas on how to make the home safer, the 

CDC offers a home assessment checklist.    
 
 

* Data from the National Council on Aging.   
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On the Lighter Side...brought to you by the Health Committee 
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