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Pastor’s Pen…   
 

The late-great martial artist Bruce Lee once said, "There are no limits; only plateaus."   
 
Rational people, of course, understand that not everyone gets to be an astronaut. At the stage in our life 
when we achieve self-awareness, we have to concede that maybe there are always going to be some 
things that we are better at than others. For example, it's been well-established that different people 
use different parts of their brain. That is why we have accountants as well as poets; it takes all sorts of 
skill sets to bring a society into the fullness of life.  
 
With that being said, maybe Bruce Lee had a point when he said "There are no limits; only plat-
eaus."  Think carefully about what he meant by that. He wasn't saying that a pig can learn to fly or that a 
bald eagle can swim in the ocean. He also wasn't saying that every person can be replaced or that 
dashed hopes are insignificant. Maybe what he was saying, though, is that we can always change and 
adapt to our circumstances. Maybe he was trying to say that humans are resilient and can learn to man-
age their place within their surroundings. On that note, I've long wondered if the reason that the bridge 
was invented was because ancient peoples got tired of getting their canoes stuck, or because they kept 
falling through the ice in wintertime. I don't have any data to back up that theory, because I'm not a 
scholar of ancient history. It's just something that I've wondered about. 
 
Is the 2020's era western church on a plateau right now? Certainly.......that is, if the standard that you're 
applying is the mid-twentieth century model when going to church was the "in" thing to do. Either way, 
there is little denying that the church needs to adapt over time in order to survive within its environ-
ment. Sometimes bridges need to be built and surface ice left undisturbed. Maybe canoes can still be 
used, but they no longer remain the only means of getting across.  
 
The three St. Paul boards are thinking about these sorts of things all of the time. This is why we brought 
live-streaming technology and overhead projection into our sanctuary.                                        
It's also why we're always on the lookout for small changes along the way -- 
not so that we can bring down the whole mountain, but so that we can move 
up from the plateau.  
 

 

 

David  
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Pastoral visitation is available to those who are hospitalized,                              
temporarily laid up at home, or going through rehab at a facility.                   
Because hospitals and other institutions do not notify the church 
when a patient is admitted, we need for you or your family member 
to notify us. We will be more than happy to accommodate your                      
request for pastoral care.  Please note also that the pastor may be 
reached for emergencies at (224) 386-6285 (cell phone).    
  

Pastor David's procedure in visiting St. Paul's shut-ins, as well as, those members who have a                 
difficult time getting to church is to offer support, bring Holy Communion (their option) and to let 
them know we journey together in worship.  Pastor David understands that scheduling 
may depend on frequency of doctor's appointments or the church member's schedule.  Visitation 
is always available, however, as the shut-in member's health and life situation may change and 
more extensive pastoral care is needed. Any church member or their family member desiring 
more frequent pastoral visitation, or to be placed on the visitation list in the first place should 
contact the church office at (847)-358-0399 to make arrangements.   
  

     "Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him,                                                    
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord."  (James 5:14)  

 
 

 
               The Pastoral Relations Committee Is Available To You!  
Do you have an idea, a question, a comment, or a concern that you would 
like for Pastor David to know about? You have a couple of options available 
to you. First, you may speak directly with the pastor. Our pastor is here for 
ALL of St. Paul’s members and he welcomes communication from ALL                         
members. If you aren’t comfortable in speaking directly with the pastor, 
however, then your second option is to go through the Pastoral Relations 
Committee. Their purpose is to foster good relations between pastor and 

parish through open and thoughtful communication.   St. Paul’s Pastoral Relations Committee 
members are: Debbie Everett (Chair); Dolly Chamberlin, Tom Donat, Jim Frost, and Bob Kolze.  

 
 
 

 
 

             From the Treasurer...St. Paul at a Glance 
 
 
 

  
              August 2021                  YTD         BUDGET       

Revenue                                         $25,831.00            $131,592.04      $253,600.00 
Expenditure                             $28,376.21             $185,237.13      $258,678.00                                                                                            
Net Income                                          -$2,545.21            -$23,645.09         -$5,078.00 

 

tel:%28847%29%20-445-7248
tel:%28847%29%20-%20358-0399
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   4 Wally Degner                          24  Janet Walter               
        6  Pat Santucci               25  Bill Morgan  
       12 Jean Chapman             26  Ryan Doktor 
       12  Karen Wagner            26  Phil Doktor   
       13  Karen Whedon           30  Jill Dekrell 
       14  Kathi Wotal                                   30  LeighAnn Fong 
       19 Chuck Oberly                                      30  Chuck Anderson 
      20 Dolly Chamberlin              
       22 Dick Kolze          
 
                    If there is anyone I missed, please call the church office, so we can update our records.   
      Thank you!    

      
     Ralph & Linda Hayford in memory of Donna Bochat and Arlene Kraus  
     Charlotte Mally in memory of Donna Bochat and Blanche Schug                                 

Happy October 
Birthdays! 

      
Women’s Fellowship is once again meeting the 2nd                            
Saturday of each month. Our next gathering will be                                  
on Saturday, October 9th at 10am.  Please bring any                               
unfinished projects you are working on and a sack lunch. 
 
A sign up sheet is on the East Entrance bulletin board. 
 
Hope to see you there! 
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From the Health Committee… 
 

Faith communities provide a natural setting for 
suicide prevention. Spiritual beliefs and practices 
can help people experience greater hope and 
meaning in their lives. Faith communities also 
can provide opportunities for developing positive 
relationships with others and can be an im-
portant source of support during difficult times.   

Faith communities can raise awareness of sui-
cide, including its warning signs, how to support 
those at risk for suicide and where to access 
help, through flyers, posters, newsletter articles, 
online classes and other outlets. 

Other ways faith communities can make a differ-
ence: 

Create a support group for suicide loss survi-
vors - friends and family members affected 
by the suicide loss of a loved one.  

Have plans in place to respond to people showing warning signs of suicide. 

Offer support to members facing challenges with their relationships, jobs, 
health, or other concerns.  

Expand options for temporary help for those struggling to make ends 
meet. 

Encourage members to seek help, and provide referrals to mental health, 
substance use disorder, legal, or financial counseling services as need-
ed. 

Apply policies that create a healthy environment and reduce stigma about 
seeking help. 

 
Source:  Suicide Prevention Resource Center 

 

   

Suicide Prevention 
  

Prayer: Guide us in caring for one another. Give us courage to reach out to those                          

experiencing pain of mind and spirit. May we share Your comfort and love with them. 
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From the Health Committee, continued... 
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Greetings St. Paul,   From David Russell 
  
Prayers for the desperate Afghans, 
Prayers for the US military protecting, 
Prayers for the stranded Americans, 
Prayers for the Latin Americans seeing new life in the US, 
Prayers for the Custom Agents who sweat to follow the laws, 
Prayers for the those trying to save children’s lives, 
Prayers for those who have lost loved ones to Covid, 
Prayers for those ill with the virus, 
Prayers for healthcare workers everywhere, 
Prayers for those around the world with no vaccines in sight, 
Prayers for those suffering from injustice, 
Prayers for those working for justice, 
Prayers for law enforcement who truly serve and protect, 
Prayers for all delivery workers and for those in transportation, 

for those in hospitality and those in food industries, 
Prayers for teachers, students, and families, 
Prayers for those who need healing, 
Prayers for, 
Prayers.  
  
There is no end of things to pray for, 
There is no end to prayer, 
Even when we tire of praying, the Spirit prays for us, 
Even when we stop praying, 
God never stops loving. 
  
Blessings. 
 
 

                                              ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Health Committee invites everyone to attend the October outing on Tuesday, October 19th.  We shall leave the 
east parking lot at 9:30 a.m. and travel to Kuipers Family Farm in Maple Park. (1 N 318 Watson Rd., Maple Park, IL 
60151).  Apples and pumpkins are in season and for sale.  The large Country Store and Bakery is filled with many 
varieties of apples, fresh apple cider, pies, and doughnuts.  Seniors receive 15% off your purchase and shelves are 
filled with a huge variety of unique home and food items.  Lunch:  Lodi Tap House:  309 Main Street, Maple Park, 
IL 60151 – 815-827-0827.  Car pools will be formed.  Sign-up sheet – east bulletin board.                                                                     
Questions:  Cherrie Wickstrom, 847-963-1941 
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NEIGHBORS IN NEED SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING is Oct 3rd 
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church 
of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion in the United 
States.   In 2021, Neighbors in Need “Unfailing Love” offering is focused on 
supporting organizations and projects that are serving homeless and immi-
grant neighbors or communities. One-third of NIN funds support the  Coun-
cil for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used 
by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to provide funding 

grants to UCC churches and organizations leading justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service 
projects in their communities.  Community Outreach will have envelopes on the table with the Sunday 
bulletins.      
   

                                                                 
Please consider joining our roster of Wedding and/or Funeral Liaison.   These 
roles assist at church ceremonies to ensure that the event runs as smooth as 
possible by acting as a point person for couples and immediate families.   These 
roles are very common within church settings.   Pending the scope of the event, 
more than one  liaison may be required.   It is subject to be paid via honorarium 
by the couple/family.  Ideally, a roster of 8 people for each role 
(Wedding/Funeral) would be ideal so that the chances of providing support to 
families is feasible.  Please contact the church office for more information. 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  The book exchange is back.  The Health Com-
mittee will sponsor the book exchange beginning in January 2022.   Please 
begin saving books, CD’s, tapes, DVD’s, and current magazines.  We have 
added one new item to our list – jig saw puzzles.  Hopefully these items 
will help us all during those cold and snowy months.  More later.   

 
 
 

 

Christian Education Series 

“Speaking of the Devil” 

 

Who or what is "the devil?" Does such a being exist or is it folklore? 
Where did the idea of a devil originate from? All adults are invited to a 
two-part Christian Education series entitled "Speaking Of The Devil" on 
two Monday evenings in October. Presented by Pastor David, the series 

will be as follows: Monday October 18th from 7-8pm will be "The History Of The Diabolical In Christian 
Thought" and on Monday October 25th from 7-8pm will be "The Nature Of The Diabolical In Christian 
Teaching."  Both sessions are in the sanctuary. RSVP to the church office.   

http://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim
http://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim
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 PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY OF                                  
FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

 
Dorothy Almberg, aunt of Kim Ferris & Karen Wagner                                                                                                          
Dorothy Altergott                                                                                                                         
Amelia, friend of Jackie Schultze                                                                          
Neil Anderson, Phil & Lynn Arnold’s son-in-law’s uncle                                                                                                                                                                                                
Ed Bartelt, friend of Charlotte Mally                                                                                         
Robert Brztowski                                                                                                                                           
Michael Drost                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Jeff Florey                                                                                                                                   
John Fretschl, cousin of Nancy Perry                                                                                                                                                                            
Rick Hasselmann, brother of Shirley Schimka                                                                                                                                                         
Michael Hayford                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Carol Hennings, sister of Pat Kolze                                                                                                                                                                            
Larry Herron, friend of Bob & Pat Kolze                                                                                   
Chris Hughes, cousin of Carolyn Cuttle                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Larry & Marlene Ingram                                                                                                                                                                                          
Joe Kenney, nephew of Kris Freeman                                                                                                                                                                            
Bruce & Barb Kerlin, parents of Bruce Kerlin                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Jean Kolze                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Ken Kolze                                                                                                                                
Janice Leonhardt, friend of Mary Faust                                                                     
Alfred & Patricia Maruda, parents of Michelle Garcia                                                                        
Patty McGuiness, friend of Mary Faust                                                                          
Cathy McMillion, friend of Karen Wagner                                                                                                                                                          
Dorothy Mende, sister of Charlotte Mally                                                                                                                      
Paulette Mohr, aunt of Kim Ferris & Karen Wagner                                                                      
Lorraine O’Malley, friend of Linda Hayford                                                                                                                     
Robin Plemich, cousin of Kim Ferris & Karen Wagner                                                                                                                          
Geri Rogers, sister of Pat Kolze                                                                                                    
Dennis Schimka, brother of Jim Schimka                                                                                                                                                                
Mary Schultz, neighbor of Nancy Perry                                                                                                                                                        
Eric Serena, neighbor’s son of Shay Storm                                                                                                                                        
Sherry Stephens, sister of Shirley Ann Kolze                                                                                                                                                       
Sharon Storm, daughter-in-law of Shay Storm                                                                                                                                               
Al Undrys, friend of Sandy & Melissa Gumm                                                         
Tammy Van Zandt Bolf                                                                                                                                             
Larry Wagner                                                                                                                                 
Artie Yuenger, friend of Charlotte Mally  

 

SERVING CHRIST IN WORSHIP  
   
Usher Captain for October:  Dave Freeman 
 
Communion Sunday:  There is a combo                
wafer/communion cups on the table as you          
enter, (with the bulletins) please take one 
and bring to your seat.  Thank you! 
 
October Readers:   
3:  Tom Donat 
10:  Reader Needed 
17:  Sandy Gumm 
24:  Reader Needed 
31:  Sandy Gumm 
 
Lectionary for October:                                                                
3:  Job 1:1,2:1-10; Psalm 26; Gen 2:18-24; Psalm 
8; Heb 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16. 
10:  Job 23:1-9,16-17; Psalm 22:1-15; Amos 5:6-
7,10-15; Psalm 90:12-17; Heb 4:12-16; Mark 
10:17-31. 
17:  Job 18:1-7,34-41;  Psalm 104:1-9,24,35c; Isa 
53:5-12; Psalm 91:9-16; Heb 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-
45. 
24:  Job 42:1-6,10-17; Psalm 34:1-8,19-22; Jer 
31:7-9; Psalm 126; Heb 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52. 
31:  Ruth 1:1-18; Psalm 146; Deut 6:1-9; Psalm 
119:1-8; Heb 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34. 
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 October Word Search 


